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EARLY BYZANTINE COPPER COINS FOUND IN BRITAIN 
A REVIEW IN LIGHT OF NEW FINDS RECORDED WITH 
THE PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME 


Sam MOORHEAD* 


Introduction 


Anyone who has studied ancient and mediaeval coins 
in the Mediterranean world is well aware of the un- 
rivalled richness of the coinages that emanated from 
the region now called Turkey. From the first coinag- 
es Of Lydia and the Greeks, through the Hellenistic 
monarchies to the enormous imperial and provincial 
coinages of the Roman, and later Byzantine Empire, 
Anatolian mints have been central to the currency of 
the Eastern Mediterranean. This is not to overlook the 
enormous output of coins struck by later Islamic au- 
thorities. 


It is known that Greek, Roman and Byzantine coins 
from Anatolian mints circulated in the Western Medi- 
terranean, and in the Roman period such pieces could 
penetrate Gaul and even arrive in Britain. However, in 
Britain, the only Anatolian coins from antiquity which 
have been recorded in any significant numbers are Ro- 
man coins, dating from the mid-3" century to the end 
of the 4^ century, emanating from the mints of Hera- 
clea, Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus and Anti- 
och. However, a few earlier Roman Provincial pieces 
have been noted in the past, as well as a number of 
Byzantine coins. A number of these Roman provincial, 
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Roman and Byzantine coins have been shown in the 
past to have been imported into Britain in recent times 
by tourists, collectors or even soldiers returning from 
service abroad; this in turn has led many people to 
become sceptical about any subsequent discoveries of 
such coins in Britain.! 


The Portable Antiquities Scheme in Britain 


In 1996, as part of the Treasure Act, the Portable An- 
tiquities Scheme was set up so as to enable members 
of the public to record their archaeological finds.? The 
largest number of finds made is metal pieces recorded 
by metal detector users; almost 12,000 finders have 
recorded 339,000 objects, of which 70% have been 
recorded by metal detectorists. All of the finds are re- 
corded by one of 37 Finds Liaison Officers who are 
posted throughout England and Wales; anyone can 
view and research these finds online (www.finds.org. 
uk). There are around 70,000 Roman coins (out of a 
total of 106,000 coins), dating from the Republican 
period to the early 5" century which have already led 
to new research; furthermore, there over 20 gold and 
copper early Byzantine coins on the database. This 
data is enabling us to re-appraise the role of Roman 
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provincial, eastern Roman and Byzantine coin finds 
in Britain.* There has already been a considerable 
amount written about gold Byzantine coins found in 
Britain and, indeed, some Byzantine pseudo-Byzan- 
tine solidi have been recorded on the PAS database.” 
It is well known that gold coins can travel great dis- 
tances, but the discovery of humble base metal coins 
over a thousand miles from their normal circulation 
region does need to be addressed. Therefore, this ar- 
ticle will focus on the finds of early Byzantine (c. 
AD 498-668) copper coins in Britain, a class of coin 
which still causes controversy amongst numismatists 
and archaeologists. 


Early Byzantine (AD 498-668) copper 
coins found in Britain: the corpus 


In 1991, George Boon, in a seminal article, discussed 
Byzantine coins that had been claimed as ancient 
losses in Britain, notably at the city of Exeter, in 
Devon. As a result of his research he identified 
only 3 Byzantine or Byzantine period coins which 
had certainly been ancient losses. These were from 
excavations in Winchester and Southampton, and from 
a burial at Barfreston in Kent (Boon Class A; Table 
1, nos. 1-3). He identified a further five which might 
have also have been ancient losses (Boon Class B; 
Table 1, nos. 4-8).° However, he lists almost another 
120 which he argued convincingly were not ancient 
losses in Britain, coins which had erroneously crept 
into archaeological, historical and numismatic records 
(Boon 1991, 40-45). Boon did do a great service to 
archaeologists and numismatists and, for many, this 
was the final word on the subject, and since then 





Byzantine copper coins found in Britain have been 
generally viewed as modern losses. 


A few Byzantine coins are also recorded on the 
Early Mediaeval Corpus of Coin Finds, run from the 
Fitzwilliam Museum Cambridge” (Table 1, nos. 21, 
25-7), although several of them lack precise find-spots 
and information about discovery. In addition, a number 
of Byzantine coins have been recorded annually in the 
Coin Register of the British Numismatic Journal. The 
latest corpus of Byzantine copper coins was published 
by Richard Abdy and Gareth Williams in 2006 and 
includes 35 pieces (Abdy and Williams 2005, pp. 34- 
38, nos. 79-113). However, a number of these pieces 
are ones which were dismissed as ancient finds 
by Boon and many are from Scotland. The authors 
acknowledge that many of the coins might be recent 
losses and I have decided not to include a number of 
the finds, notably those from Scotland. 


Since 1998, the Portable Antiquities Scheme has 
recorded around 20 copper Byzantine coins. Some 
are later Byzantine coins which do not appear to be 
ancient losses; others are earlier Byzantine coins 
which can be dismissed as not being ancient losses. 
Having rejected these pieces, we are left with 16 coins 
which might be ancient losses. These are included in 
Table 1 (nos. 13-21; 23-4; 26-7; 30-1). It is difficult to 
judge which coins are ancient losses, but in most cases 
it is a distinct possibility — it should be stated that none 
were found on excavations. I have provided notes 
on particular coins, notably for those about which 
I am least confident of their being lost in antiquity. 
Details of find-spots and circumstances of discovery 
are provided with each coin record on the PAS 


Noteworthy are two coins from the same issue struck for Elagabalus (218-222) at Cius in Bithynia (BMCG Pontus etc. no. 41). One was found in 
Kent in 2000 (BNJ 72, 2002, p. 95, no. 37) and the other in Hertfordshire (PAS BH-9909C7; BNJ 77, 2007, p. 315, no. 38). The PAS has recorded a 
number of late Roman coins from eastern Mediterranean mints, notably from Hayle in Cornwall (e.g. PAS CORN-B6C623, a nummus of Licinius 
from Nicomedia, and CORN-367F46 a nummus of Constantine I from Heraclea) and a group of nummi from the Isle of Wight (PAS-2005 T225: 
http://w ww.findsdatabase.org.uk/search/index.php?expand=24,). 


Finds of early Mediaeval coins have been discussed by several authors (Rigold 1975: 665-5 and Blackburn and Pagan 1986: 292). In 2006, Richard 
Abdy and Gareth Williams published an impressive new corpus of finds of continental coins struck between c. 410 to c. 675 which have been found 
in Britain; it provides the most up to date listing of Byzantine and pseudo-imperial coins found in Britain (Abdy and Williams 2006). These authors 
have also written important essays about the nature of coinage in sub-Roman Britain and early Anglo-Saxon England (Abdy 2006; Williams 2006), 
and general comments about currency in this period are made by Ken Dark (Dark 1994). The PAS has recorded a number of Byzantine solidi of Jus- 
tin I (NMS-14E85), Justinian I (NLM-400892), Tiberius II (IOW-5B4395) and Phocas (NCL-6A6EF5), a pseudo-Imperial coin copying a solidus 
of Anastasius I (IOW-D7CB55), and a tremissis of Maurice Tiberius (LVPL-9C93A2). 


Boon 1991: 42-5. 
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database so other scholars can research the material 
for themselves. In conclusion, although I cannot state 
with certainty that any of the PAS coins are ancient 
finds, I do believe that a number quite probably lost in 
the early mediaeval period. 


All of these coins are listed in Table 1 and their find- 
spots are noted on the Map. The coins recorded by 
Boon and found earlier are listed first; the PAS and 
more recent finds are then listed geographically. Table 
2 shows a breakdown of the coins by ruler, mint and 
denomination. It is now possible to discuss these coins 
in further detail. 


The nature of the coins (see Table 2) 


Byzantine coins of the period 498-668 were struck 
in great numbers. The coins that are being studied in 
this report are typical examples of those which are 
found on sites throughout the Mediterranean. The 
folles of the 6' century, notably those struck for 
Justinian I (527-65), provide the core for site-finds 
with a few supporting fractions ranging from the half 
folles to the pentanummium. Until the end of the 
reign of Phocas, most coins were coming from the 
Eastern Mediterranean, especially from the mint at 
Constantinople. These coins do fit in with the apparent 
trade of eastern Mediterranean goods to Britain in 
the 5" and 6" centuries, notably from Turkey, the 
Levant and North Africa (Harris 2003, pp. 139-188). 
It is quite plausible to argue that some of these coins 
might represent pieces that travelled with such items 
as pottery, glass and fine metal wares. 


In the 7% century, the majority of coins come from 
Carthage, possibly suggesting that trade continued 
between Byzantine North Africa in the period between 
the time when the eastern provinces fell to the Moslems 
in the 640s and before Carthage was taken in 697. 
Two of these coins were found in excavations, one in 
South Wales, the other at the important Roman fort 
at Richborough which might have continued to have 
been occupied into the early mediaeval period (Table 
1, nos. 5 & 11). Both coins were found on coastal sites 
and it is possible that they reflect continued maritime 
activity with people from the Mediterranean in the 
7 century when the western Mediterranean was still 
under an element of Byzantine control. 


The geographical distribution of the coins 
(see Map) 


At an initial glance, the Map might appear to show a 
generally even distribution of coins across much of 
England. However, closer inspection suggests that 
there are various possible patterns of distribution. 
Firstly, it is interesting to note that 17 of the 31 coins 
come from coastal locations, suggesting that they 
might indeed represent the arrival of maritime visitors 
in the early mediaeval period. Then, there are three 
broad regions of coin finds. Firstly, in the south-west, 
there are 16 coins from the counties of Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and 
Glamorgan. I believe that it is reasonable to add the 
coins from Hampshire and the Isle of Wight into this 
group, because it does seem that this was a region 
probably visited by continental merchants in the late 
Roman and early Mediaeval periods (see below). The 
second cluster of coins is the East Midlands, East 
Anglia and Kent. However, of these 7 coins, 2 have 
rather vague find-spot information (Table 1, nos. 27 
& 28) and I am not entirely confident that they are 
ancient losses. Therefore, I believe that we can state 
that there is a general paucity of Byzantine coins in 
eastern England, a region that largely came under 
Anglo-Saxon control in the 5“ and 6" centuries. The 
final group is north-west England, on the Wirral in 
Cheshire. Here, there is a concentration of 5 coins, 
found near a known early Mediaeval site at St. Meols 
(Table 1, nos. 8-10, 27 & 28). Given the nature of the 
groupings in the south-west and the north-west, it is 
worth investigating these two groups further. 


Byzantine Coins from near St. Meols, 
Merseyside 


One of the coins included by Boon in his Class B cat- 
egory was a Justinian I decanummium from Carthage 
(Table 1, no. 8). This coin was found during con- 
struction work at Moreton, near Meols in Cheshire. 
This area has turned up a significant amount of early 
mediaeval material, including a St. Menas ampulla 
(Griffiths 2007, 58-77). Two other Byzantine coins, 
folles of Justin I and Maurice Tiberius (Table 1, nos. 
9-10) were found by a detectorist about 30m apart in 
1991 and reported to Liverpool Museum. Although 
some scholars have accepted these as ancient losses 
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(Harris 2003, 153-5), others have expressed doubt 
(Abdy & Williams 2006, pp. 36-7, no. 100; Bean 
2007, 342-3). It is interesting that the Portable An- 
tiquities scheme has recorded two further Byzantine 
coins, found close to where the St. Menas ampulla was 
discovered: two folles of Justinian, one from Constan- 
tinople, the other from Antioch (Table 1, nos. 29-30; 
Griffiths 2007, 59). Therefore, although it is possible 
that these coins are more recent losses, the apparent 
concentration in this region might suggest that some 
of them were imported in the early mediaeval period. 


Byzantine copper coins found in 
South-West England 


It has long been known that Mediterranean goods ar- 
rived in the south-west of England. Excavations at the 
famous site of Tintagel (Cornwall) produced a great 
deal of eastern Mediterranean pottery, as did excava- 
tions at Bantham (Devon), South Cadbury and Cad- 
bury Congresbury (Somerset) (Harris 2003, 144ff & 
148, fig. 44). Many other sites on the Cornish, Devon 
and South Wales coasts have also produced similar 
pottery as have other inland sites in Somerset (Ibid). 
This does fit in well with the numismatic evidence. 
It seems that an Alexandrian dodecanummium was 
found near the ancient site of Chysauster (Table 1, 
no. 12). More recently, a Justinian decanummium has 
been found near Tintagel (Table 1, no. 13) whilst the 
6% century folles from Otterton (Table 1, nos. 14-17) 
were found not far from Exeter in Devon. Ilchester 
and Langport have produced two folles and a half fol- 
lis from the 6" century (Table 1, nos. 6-7 & 18) and 
are both quite close to South Cadbury in Somerset. 
Lastly, the Heraclius half follis from the excavations 
at Cosmeston (Table 1, no. 11) comes from the south 
coast of Wales where several sites have produced 
Mediterranean pottery. The coins from Leominster 
and even Middleton (Table 1, nos. 23-24) might not 
be ancient losses, but it interesting to note that early 
mediaeval Mediterranean pottery did reach Wroxeter 
in Shropshire (Harris, ibid). 

It seems quite plausible to argue that some of these 
coins arrived with Mediterranean goods in the 6", or 





8 See Note 4, above 
9 See Note 4, above 


even 7", century. This part of Britain was still under 
the control of sub-Roman authorities who had not suc- 
cumbed to Anglo-Saxon conquest. It was only in 577, 
as a result of the Battle of Dyrham (near Bath, 
Somerset), that the Anglo-Saxons began to move 
into the region and even then the English did not 
gain control of Devon, Cornwall and Wales for many 
centuries to come. 


Finally, I believe it is reasonable to add Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight to this region. The PAS data is 
beginning to show a high proportion of 4" century 
Roman coins from eastern Mediterranean mints for 
the Isle of Wight.’ These coins are exceptional by 
British standards and it is possible that they represent 
seaborne traders sailing eastwards along the south 
coast of England. Indeed, a number of Eastern mint 
coins have also been found at the coastal site of Hale 
in Cornwall.? The Justininianic decanummium and 16 
nummi coins from Southampton and the Isle of Wight 
(Table 1, nos. 2 & 20), possibly reflect contacts with 
the Mediterranean in the early Mediaeval period. It 
is possible that some ships moved even further east, 
reaching Richborough where a Constans Il coin from 
Carthage was found in excavations (Table 1, no. 5). 
It is also possible that the Richborough coin arrived 
from another trading axis focussed on the River Rhine 
(Harris 2003, 163-4). 


Conclusions 


This paper is intended to provide an update on finds 
of Byzantine coins in Britain which might have been 
lost in antiquity. Although we cannot prove that 
Byzantine coins recorded with the PAS, are genuine 
ancient losses, the pattern of loss does provide quite 
a convincing argument to suggest that a number were 
lost in the early mediaeval period. Especially in south- 
west Britain and in the St. Meols region of Merseyside, 
we need to keep a close eye on future finds that are 
made to reinforce or refute some of the arguments 
made in this paper. Even if some of the coins covered 
here were not lost in antiquity, I hope that I have 
shown that we cannot just dismiss Byzantine copper 
coins found in Britain as modern losses. 
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TURKISH SUMMARY / TÜRKÇE ÖZET 


Britanya'da Bulunmuş Erken Dönem Bizans Bakır Sikkeleri 
Taşınabilir Eski Eserler Projesindeki Yeni Buluntuların Işığında 
Bir Değerlendirme 


Makalede, Britanya'da bulunan ve çoğu 6.-7 yüzyıllara tarihlenen erken dönem Bizans sikkeleri, 
bu ülkede 1996 yılında yürürlüğe konan “Taşınabilir Eski Eserler Projesi” çerçevesinde yeniden ele 
alınmaktadır. Yazar, metal arama dedektörleri kullanan kişiler tarafından bulunmuş sikkelerin devasa 
hacmine dikkati çekmektedir. Makalede, bulunan sikkelerin sahipleri ve nasıl kaybedilmiş oldukları 
üzerinde de durulmaktadır. Sikkelerin Britania'ya hangi yoldan ulaşmış olduğu, darp yerleri ve nasıl 


bulundukları (tarım, inşaat vb.) da tartışılmaktadır. Yazarın en ilginç saptamalarından biri de, söz konusu 
sikkelerin, tedavül ettikleri dönemde değil de, çok sonraları, Ortaçağ'da kaybedilmiş olduklarıdır. 


Bibliography 


Abbreviations 


BMC 


BMCG 
BNJ 
DOC 


EMC 


MIB 
MIBE 


PAS 


References 
Abdy 2006 


W. Wroth, Catalogue of the Imperial Byzantine 
Coins in the British Museum, London, 1908. 


Catalogue of Greek Coins in the British Museum 
British Numismatic Society 

A. R. Bellinger, P. Grierson and M. Hendy, Cata- 
logue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton 


Oaks and in the Whittemore Collections, 
Washington, 1966-99. 


Early Mediaeval Corpus of Coin Finds (http:// 
www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/dept/coins/emc/ 
emc search.php) 


W. Hahn, Moneta Imperii Byzantini, Vienna, 
1973-81. 


W. Hahn, Money of the Incipient Byzantine 
Empire, Vienna, 2000. 


Portable Antiquities Scheme (www.finds.org.uk). 


R. A. Abdy “After Patching: imported and recy- 
cled coinage in fifth and sixth century Britain", 
B. Cook and G. Williams, Coinage and History 
in the North Sea World, c. AD 500-1250, Brill, 
Leiden, 2006: 75-98. 


Abdy and Williams 2006 


Bean 2007 


R.A. Abdy and G. Williams 2006 “A catalogue of 
hoards and single finds from the British Isles, c. 
AD 410-675", B. Cook and G. Williams, Coinage 
and History in the North Sea World, c. AD 500- 
1250, Brill, Leiden, 2006: 11-73. 


S. Bean, "Coins and tokens: pre-Roman to post- 
mediaeval”, D. Griffiths, R. A. Philpott & G. Egan 
(eds.), Meols, The Archaeology of the North Wir- 


ral Coast (Oxford University School of Archaeol- 
ogy Monograph 68), 2007: 295-350. 


Blackburn and Pagan 1986 


Boon 1991 


Cox 1956-7 


Cox 1988 


Dark 1994 


Faussett 1856 


Griffiths 2007 


Harris 2003 


Metcalf 1988 


M. Blackburn and H. Pagan, “A revised checklist 
of coin hoards for the British Isles, c. 500-1100", 
M. Blackburn (ed.), Anglo-Saxon Monetary 
History, Leicester, 1986: 281-313. 


G. C. Boon, ‘Byzantine and other exotic ancient 
bronze coins from Exeter', in N. Holbrook and 
P. T. Bidwell (eds.), Roman Finds from Exeter 
(Exeter Archaeological Reports: 4), 1991. 


J. S. Cox, J. S., 1956-7 The government of the 
town (Ilchester Historical Monograph Series 
no. 8), 1956-7. 


J. S. Cox, Ilchester and District Occasional 
Papers no. 79, 1988. 


K. R. Dark, Civitas to Kingdom, British Political 
Continuity, 300-800 (Leicester University Press), 
1994. 


B. Faussett, /nventorium Sepulchrale, London, 
1856. 


D. Griffiths, “Early mediaeval material: AD 400- 
450 to 1050-1100”, D. Griffiths, R. A. Philpott 
& G. Egan (eds.), Meols, The Archaeology of the 
North Wirral Coast (Oxford University School of 
Archaeology Monograph 68), 2007: 58-77. 


A. Harris, Byzantium, Britain and the West, The 
archaeology of cultural identity, AD 400-650, 
Tempus, Stroud, 2003. 


D. M. Metcalf, “The coins", P. Andrews, 
Southampton Finds I: the coins and pottery from 
Hamwic, Southampton, 1988: 15-59. 


268 


Sam Moorhead 


Moorhead 2007 T. S. N. Moorhead, “Expanding the Frontiers — 


Philpott 1999 


Rigold 1975 


how the Portable Antiquities Scheme database 
increases our knowledge of Roman coin use in 
England”, in S. Worrell and M. Lewis (eds), Pro- 
ceedings of the Portable Antiquities Scheme Con- 
ference 2007 (British Archaeological Reports). 


R. A. Philpott, “Three Byzantine coins found near 
the north Wirral coast in Merseyside”, Transac- 
tions of the Historical Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 148 (1999): 197-202. 


S. E. Rigold, “The Sutton Hoo coins in the light of 
the contemporary background of coinage in Eng- 
land”, Mitford, B., The Sutton Hoo Ship Burial, 
Vol. 1, London, 1975: 653-77. 


Rowe 1885 


Stebbing 1949 


Williams 2006 


J. B. Rowe (ed.), ‘Tenth report of the committee 
on scientific memoranda, Report and Transac- 
tions of the Devonshire Association 17 (1885): 
67-76. 


W. P. D. Stebbing, “The coins”, J. P. Bushe-Fox, 
Fourth Report on the excavations of the Roman 
fort at Richborough, Kent, Oxford, 1949: 273- 
320. 


G. Williams, “The circulation and function of 
coinage in conversion-period England, c. AD 
580-675”, B. Cook and G. Williams, Coinage and 
History in the North Sea World, c. AD 500-1250, 
Brill, Leiden, 2006: 145-192. 


Early Byzantine copper coins found in Britain — a review in light of new finds recorded with the Portable Antiguities Scheme 


269 





















































Table 1: Byzantine Copper Coins found in Britain 

No. Site County Description Classification Reference 
Excavated pit John I (969-76), ef DOC 

1! above 12' century | Hampshire Constantinople, Anonymous 648-9 PP. Boon 1991, 44 (Class A) 
level in Winchester follis (class Al) 

Metcalf 1988, 25, 
Excavations of 56 No. 187, pl. 8; 

2 a 9“ century Hampshir Justinian I, Carthage, MIBI 199 Boon 1991, 44 (Class A) 
pit at Hamwih cd decanummium (540-1) > li 
(Southampton) Abdy & Williams 2006, 

no. 92 
Faussett 1856, 139; 
Boon 1991, 44 
Saxon grave at Odovacar, Rome, follis : 
2 > > : 
3 Barfreston Kent (c. 489-91) MIB 1 74 (Class A): 
Abdy & Williams 2006, 
no. 122 
r Tiberius II Constantine (578- R . 
owe 1885, 69-70; 
4 Drainage EES Devon 82), Constantinople, follis c.f. MIB 1125 
Princetown Boon 43 (Class B) 
(581-2) 
Stebbing 1949, 319, 
Excavations at Kee (641-68), : no. 37375; 
Carthage, half follis BMC 320; 
5 the Roman fort at | Kent ; Boon 1991, 44 (Class B) 
Richborough (646-59 overstrike on MIB III 196b I 
pS earlier Constans piece) Abdy & Williams 2006, 
no. 106 
SC Anastasius I (491-518), Cox 1956-7. 170: 

6 Deep digging in a 4| Somerset Constantinople, follis c.f. MIBE 27 í : 

garden at Ilchester Boon 1991, 44 (Class B) 
(512-7) 

From spoil Justinian I (527-65) 

excavated from a . ` Cox 1988, 220; 

7 vater main trench Somerset mint unclear, — 

e e follis (527-37) Boon 1991, 44 (Class B) 
at Ilchester 
Boon 1991, 43 (Class B); 

8 Meols: found in a Justininian I (527-65), Harris bes 153-5, 
garden at Moreton, | Cheshire Carthage, decanummium MIB 1199 fig. T Philpott 1999, 197- 
Wirral (540-1) 202; Bean 2001, 

p. 304, no. 5124; Abdy & 
Williams 2006, no. 93 
: Harris ibid, fig. 47; 
Detector find at : 3 Ze : 
: : Justin I (518-27), Philpott ibid; Bean 
m dr j Cheshire Constantinople, follis un ibid, no. 5123; Abdy & 
Williams 2006, no. 834 
Detector finid at Maurice Tiberius Harris ibid, fig. 48; 
: (582-602), Philpott ibid; Bean 
10 o found Cheshire Constantinople, MIBI SID ibid, no. 5125; Abdy & 
follis (600/1) Williams 2006, no. 100 
Found on www.cardiff.ac.uk/ 
excavation at Heraclius (610-41), half follis, . 

11 Cosmeston by Glamorgan, Wales Carthage (611-2) MIB I, 234 hisar/archaeology/ 

Cardiff University cosmeston/finds.html> 
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Chysauster, near Probably Maurice Tiberius 
12 Penzance; detector | Cornwall (582-602), Alexandria, SEEN BNJ 74 (2004), p. 205, 
. ; 106/7 no. 44 
find dodecanummium 
: Justinian I (527-565), probably PAS: CORN-72D1D7; 
* Detector find : : 
13 Cornwall Cyzicus, decanummium c.f. MIBE 123a | BNJ 77 (2007), p. 317, 
near Padstow 
(c. 560-1), 13 mm. no. 59 
Casual find in Probably Justin I, 
14*6 River bed near Devon Constantinople, follis c.f. MIBE 11 PAS: DEV-464726 (2) 
Otterton (prob. c. 518-22), c. 31 mm. 
Justin I or Justinian I, 
15* From same find Devon prob. Constantinople, — PAS: DEV-464726 (1) 
follis (c. 518-37), c. 31 mm. 
16 From same find Devon Probably similar to nos. 14-15 | — PAS: DEV-464726 (3) 
! Worn coin of similar 
17 From same find Devon — PAS: DEV-464726 (4) 
module to nos. 14-15 
: Detector find Found during J ustininian I, probably PAS: SOM-3B55D0 
18 near Langport, building work at Constantinople, half follis c.f. MIBE 96 
Somerset” Langport, Somerset |(c. 550-564), 21 mm. 
* Detector find near : Justinian I, Constantinople, PAS: GLO-709856 
M Gloucester Gloucestershire e, 1) 31 mm. MER 
" Detector find on : Justinian I, Thessalonica, 16 c.f. MIBE PAS: IOW-0FD7D6 
20 ; Isle of Wight : 
Isle of Wight nummi (c. 538-552), 21 mm. | N169a 
. Uncertain emperor PAS: BUC-4840C3 
21* SE Buckinghamshire (c. 518-610), Alexandria, - i 
2 dodecanummium, 14 mm. EMC 2005.0027 
; E . ] BNJ 70 (2000), p. 159, 
22 es fon? | West Sussex Wed Mrk no. 36; Abdy & Williams 
e 3 2006, no.81 
Pup whilst Phocas (602-10), 
23* SEE . | Herefordshire Nicomedia, follis c.f. MIB 11692 | PAS: HESH-AFCCD5 
agricultural drain 
i 10 (c. 602-4), 31 mm. 
near Leominster 
* Detector find S : Heraclius (610-41),Nicomedia, ) 
24 near Middleton Warwickshire follis (c. 611-12), 28 mm. MIB M 174 PAS: WMID-8FC217 
Thelnetham Maurice Tiberius ef MIBII BNJ 63 (1993), no. 135; 
2511 (circumstances of | Suffolk (582-602), Catania, ps EMC 1993.0135; Abdy & 
à À 136/7 Ge ? 
find not recorded) decanummium (597-8) Williams 2006, no. 101 
. o PAS: SF-69E582; 
> cia puc 208026 
29 land near SUEDIE pentanummium (c. 542-65), MIDE 1035 BNJ 74 (2004), p. 205, 
Fressingfield 14 mm. no. 43; Abdy & Williams 
2006, no. 96 
PAS: BH-781624; 
Detector find; Maurice Tiberius, EMC 2005.0024; 
27* location not Norfolk Cyzicus, follis (583-4), MIB 11 84B BNJ 75 (2005), p. 183, 
recorded 29 mm. 

















no. 42; Abdy & Williams 
2006, no. 103 
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Bedford Phocas (602-10) or c.f. MIBII98 | BNJ 67, p. 140, no. 160; 
28 (detector find, but | Bedfordshire Heraclius (610-41), Carthage, & MIB 111 235 
no other details) half follis (c. 606-29) EMC 1997.0001 
PAS: LVPL1440; 
Detector find near Justinian I, EMC 2005.0028; 
29* Preston Brook Cheshire Constantinople, MIBE 84 Griffiths 2001, 59; 
(near Meols)!? follis (c. 527-37), 31 mm. Abdy & Williams 2006, 
no. 95 
* Detector find at . Justinian I, Antioch, PAS: LVPL-874C64; 
R Seacombe Merseysidg follis (547-8), 34 mm. MDE Ta Griffiths 2001, 59 
Detector find near Justin I (518-27), 
31* D E South Yorkshire Constantinople, MIBE 12 PAS: SWYOR-34B356 
ii follis (522-7), 30 mm. 
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10 


12 


denotes an illustration (only PAS coins are illustrated). 


This coin is later than the time-frame of this article, but I have decided to include it because it is one of a very few Byzantine coins found on 
excavations in Britain. 


This coin just pre-dates the time-frame of this article, but I have decided to include it because it was found in an excavation and does show the 
movement of continental copper coins to Britain in the late 5th century. 


This coin has been pierced for use as a pendant. 
It has been argued that no. 9 & 10 are modern losses from an old collection (see Abdy & Williams 2005, pp. 36-7, no. 100 for discussion). 
I am grateful to Professor John Hines at Cardiff University for drawing my attention to this coin. 


Nos. 16-19 are 4 coins from a group of ten that were found stuck together on the river bed. It appears that they were once in an organic (cloth or 
leather) container. Sadly, six of the coins were disposed of before recording at Exeter Museum in 2006. 


This coin might have sandy type patina which is typical of coins from the Levant; therefore, it might be a recent loss. 

It is quite likely that this coin represents a modern loss. 

It is quite likely that this coin represents a modern loss. 

This coin was found several decades ago but was only recorded in 2007. 

Abdy and Williams consider that, as the coin is serrated and comes from an area of known Anglo-Saxon activity, it is a credible ancient loss. 


A Justinian I follis from Runcorn, Cheshire, and an Anonymous follis from Warburton, Greater Manchester, were apparently shown to the PAS but 
have not been recorded on the database (Bean 2007, 342). 
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Table 2: Early Byzantine copper coins from Britain by ruler, mint and denomination 






















































































Ruler Dates (Rome | Catania | Carthage | Thessalonica | Constantinople | Nicomedia | Cyzicus | Antioch | Alexandria | Uncertain | Total 
Odovacar "d 1 (40) 1 
498- 
Anastasi 1 (40 1 
nastasius 518 (40) 

Justin I 518-27 3 (40) 1 (40) 4 
Justin I or 

o 518-37 12 (40) 2? (40) 13 
Justinian I 

= 2 (40); 1? (20) 
JustinianI | 527-65 2 (10) 1 (16) 165) 1? (10) | 1 (40) 1 10 
Justin II 565-78 0 
Tiberius 57880 1 (40) 1 
Constantine 
Maurice 582- 

9 
Tiberius 602 1(10) 1 (40) 1 (40) 1? (12) 4 
Phocas 602-10 1(40) 1 
c. 518- 
U tai 1(12 1 
ncertain 610 (12) 

Phocas or |c. 606- 
Heraclius |29 120) ! 
Heraclius | 610-41 1 (20) 1 (40) 2 
Constans II | 641-68 1 (20) 1 
Total 1 1 5 1 11 3 2 1 2 3 30 





Key: 
40 follis 
20 half follis 


16 16 nummi 


12 dodecanummium 


10 decanummium 


5 pentanummium 


Note: The follis of John I (969-76) (Table 1, no. 1) has been excluded from this table as it post-dates AD 668. 
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Byzantine copper coins (numbers refer to the numbers in Table 1) 
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Map: The geographical distribution of the coins 





